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MRS. A. BUNN, AS ELVIRA, AND JANE SHORE. 





f..This lady is the daughter of Mr, John 
Somerville, a biscuit baker in Marylebone. 
Our heroine was born at Lanark in Scot- 
land, in October, 1799. In May 1816, 
Miss Somerville was introduced to the Com- 
mittee of Management at Drury Lane, and 
appeared in a new tragedy called “ Ber- 
tram,” in conjunction with the late Edmund 











Kean. Her debut was completely success- 
ful, as was the play. At the close of the 
season she acquired considerable fame in 
the provinces, and became a great favourite 
with the public in all the first tragic parts. 
On appearing at Birmingham, Mr. A. 
Bunn, who at that time was the manager, 
became so enamoured with her person and 
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her acting, that he offered her his hand the first 





step necessary to gain in ascending 


which at once was accepted. Mrs. Bunnis’ the histrionic ladder, is that of understand- 


tall and rather masculine. 
complexion light ; a face capable of expres- 


sion, and considered a fine handsome person. | 








SADLERS’ WELLS. 


The “ Winter’s Tale” and “ Henry the 
Eighth,” have drawn crowded houses, since 
our last; the theatre has been literally besieg- 
ed long before the doors are opened and every 
nook and corner in the house has been 
occupied. It gives us great pleasure to be 
enabled to record this statement, for we have 
ever contended the legitimate drama would 
never fail to draw with a proper manage- 
ment and an efficient company, the quality 
of the audience are equal ix respectabllity 
to any other house in the metropolis. 
The play of ‘ King John ” will be the next 
revival with a most efficient cast, 

QUEEN’S. 

A new drama entitled “The Gold Seek- 
ers of California’ has been produced here. 
It exhibits some very pretty scenery from 
the tasteful pencil of Mr. Ag and pos- 
sesses claims in other respects upon the 
attention of playgoers. A new drama of very 
striking interest from the pen of Mr, 
Egerton Wilks is stated to bein preparation 
here, and no doubt will meet with the suc- 
cess invariably attendant upon the produc- 
tions of that popular writer. The very 
clever pantomime here (written by Mr. 
Stanfield James) increases nightly in public 
approval and is really a very favourable spe- 
cimen of the author’s abilities. Pretty Mrs. 
C. Boyce has become as we predicted she 
would do—a very great favonrite and very 
deservedly so. 


DRAMATIC’ INSTITUTE, 
GOUGH STREET. 

During the present month two perform- 
ances have taken place at the above place 
of resort for embryo actors. In making 
some few remarks on the gentlemen styling 
themselves the ‘ North London Histrionic ” 
we would (instigated as we are by the kind- 
est motive), impress, if possible, upon the 
mind of Mr. Knowles, the “ Sir Giles 
Overeach of the Evening,” but not the “ Sir 
Giles Overeach of * Massinger That 


| 





Her hair and) ing the English language, coupled with 
| some knowledge of pronunciation, especially 


as regards the proper application, aspira- 
tion and non-aspiration of that misused, 
abused, and often dreadfully punished letter 
of the alphabet, denominated “II,” which, 
on this occasion, was knock’ about by the 
** Sir Giles of the Evening,” in a most un- 
kind and non-artistical manner. Mr. 
Knowles must amend this fault in any 
future attempt, or resign all hopes of 
pleasing his friends—avoiding such TRIFLING 
errors. Mr. Knowles, the “Sir Giles of 
the Evening,” may, with study and atten- 
tion, become respectable as an amateur. 
We regret we can say no more—but, in 
truth, Mr. Knowles rather overreached him- 
self in aspiring so high as Sir Giles. The 
last scene was really ludicrous, in fact the 
“Sir Giles of the Evening” throughout 
was,— 

Awkward, embarrassed—stiff, without the skill 

Of moving gracefully, or standing still; 

One leg as if suspicious of the other, 

Desirous seemed to run away with t’other. 
The gentleman who spoke the opening 
address deserves a word of approbation, and 
we freely afford praise were praise is due. 
The composition and delivery were both 
equally good, and gave us hopes that a 
good beginning would be well followed. 
Marall, Mr. Haighwood — oh, shade of 
Munden! visit not Gough Street to witness 
a second such an attempt !—such a presence 
(if such a visitation were possible) on a 
similar occasion would surely give up the 
ghost and become a “ Haunted Man.” 
Mr. H. must descend in play acting— 
Marall is above his mental reach— 
If buffoonery which from Haighwood’s Marall this 

night did flow, 
And which no face so well like his did show, 
Deserves a place of praise—friend Haighwood take 

the chair, 
Nor quit it till you place your equal there. 
Wellborn, Mr. T. R. Knowles, was respect- 
ably sustained ; this gentleman gives great 
promise, and evinced the germ of better 
things, as practice and study give confi- 
dence. Justice Greedy, Mr. W. E. Burton, 
was passable, and will improve. Tapwell, 
Mr. C. Richards ; this gentleman possesses 
some talent, and with practice may achieve 
a post of honour at some future period 
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Allworth, Mr. Blanche was good, and 
seemed to understand the character, and a 
difficult one it is true. Lord Lovell, Mr. 
W.H. Everett, was well duped, but was 
deficient in confidence. Order and his train 
were passable: if one deserve more notice 
than the other, we must select the Cook. 
Amber would have done well, had the gen- 
tleman, who represented him, have taken 
the trouble to have passed over a few 
moments in study with the author. How 
is it that amateurs besmear their faces so 
abominably ?—Order was particularly out 
of order in this respect—is soap dear? 
or does the washerwoman of this esta- 
blishment neglect to send home the towels ? 
Miss Fanny Marsh read the part of Mar- 
garet very correctly and exhibited more aban- 
don than heretofore. This yonng lady gives 
promise of future excellence. ‘ John Bull” 
concluded the entertainments. Mr. W. 
Blanche was unequal to the part of Peri- 
grine. There was much pathos in Mr. 
Richards’ Job Thornberry which deserved 
the applause it received. Mr. Harcourt 
rattled through Brulgruddery with consi- 
derable drollery, and was well supported by 
Mrs. Drake as his “ better half.’ Mr. 
Burton’s Shuffleton and the Sir Simon of 


Mr. W. H. Everett were respectable. Miss 
F. Marsh’s ingenuousness in Mary Thorn- 
berry formed a striking contrast to the ex- 
travagant affectation of Miss Butler’s Lady 


Caroline. On Thursday evening the enter- 
tainments were for the benefit of Mr. Rob- 
son, the Stage director and consisted of “The 
Merchant of Venice” and the “ Lady of 
Lyons ” Shylock was played by the Bene- 
ficiaire, and of course, among a number of 
amateurs, he appeared to advantage, but 
there was an unnatural straining for effect, 
a melo-dramatic colouring thrown over— 
‘The Jew—that Shakspeare drew ”’ 

that would not be tolerated in a regular 
theatre. Mr. Robson isolated himself from 
the rest, instead of harmonizing as it were 
and acting up to the other characters, for 
the benefit of the general ensemble. Messrs. 
Langham and Toward appeared to advan- 
tage in the characters of Antonio and Bas- 
sanio, and Mr. Milford as Gratiano, not- 
withstanding his efforts are rather crude, 
caused considerab e merriment by his rough 
bantering of the money lending Israelite, 
Mr. Swan failed to impart to the character 
of Lauacelot Gobbo that humour of which it 








is susceptible. He did not appear to have 
a proper appreciation of the fun which lies 
in the argument between his conscience 
and the Fiend. Miss Davison made a very 
lady like Portia and spoke the Address to 
Mercy with “ good emphasis and just dis- 
cretion.” Miss Marsh was a pleasing Ne- 
rissa, nd looked extremely well as the 
young Clerk, The “ Lady of Lyons” 
followed, Mr. Joseph Marr sustaining the 
character of Claude Melnotte with more 
spirit than he usually throws into his act- 
ing, but which is always judicious, and if 
the heart cannot always admire it to a super- 
lative degree the head can never condemn. 
His assumption of the character of the 
Prince was easy and natural, and the de- 
scription of his fairy palace was listened to 
with marked attention and followed by 
unanimous plaudits. His ‘ Gardener’s 
Son” will decidedly rank as his best per- 
formance. We have already trespassed 
beyond our usual limits and must therefore 
content ourselves by observing that Mr, 
Langham played Beausant ia a gentlemanly 
and quie manner, and that Mr, Swan 
amply compensated for his Launcelot Gobba 
by his comic rendering of Glavis. Mr. 
Par er was very energetic in the small part 
of Gaspar. iss Fitzwarren as Pauline 
delineated the violent struggles between 
love and pride very effectively, and the 
piece ended amidst general satisfaction. 








J. Jauzs Fyrcance.—We received the article, 
and it shall have our best consideration. 

Tom Jonzs.—We agree with his epistle, but it is 
too long for insertion. 

A Brut Sticker, is thanked for his advice.—We 
know it to be a fact as soon as our bills are posted 
some evil disposed persons, either pulls them 
down or sticks other bills over them.—We shall 
catch the rascals some day. 

A Reaper,—I live at Greenwich, and want the 
Theatrical Journal weekly and cannot get one in 
the town. Ask your newnman to procure it for 
you, he can get it at our Publishers every Thurs- 
day night. 

M. O. L.—We are uot aware of the death of Mr. 
Almond, Miss Romer’s husband 

F. Wortn.—We did not receive the Tickets till the 
performance was over. 

W. Coteman.—We believe that the young tragedian 
you spoke of, is only eighteen. 

AtHa&NEUM, Kino,s Cross.—Notice of the per- 
formance of ** Venice Preserved ’’ in our next. 
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MEMOIR OF MR. G. K. DICKINSON, 
O8 THB THEATRE HOYAL, SADLER’S WELLS. 
(Continued from page 10.) 

His opening part was The Prince in 
“ Romeo and Sulket,” followed by Catesby 
in “ JaneShore,” and Osrick in “ Hamlet :” 
in the latter part he failed through ex- 
treme nervousness. 

He continued a year in the York Cir- 
cuit; but the affairs of the establishment 
becoming rather desperate, he withdrew 
his services and retired to his native town, 
until better fortune should turn up: em- 
ploying his leisure in completing the tra- 
gedy commenced in Ripon. 

After remaining at Som four months, 
he accepted an engagement for ‘ walkin 
gentlemen,’ at the Theatre Royal Sheffield; 
then under the management of Mr. T. H. 
Lacey. Still suffering from nervousness ; 
art coupled with the insignificance of 
the parts he was called upon to enact, he 
was prevented making any particular dis- 

lay of talent, until the occasion of his 

nefit, when he produced his tragedy of 
“The Grecian Lover ;” which (despite the 
imperfectness of the actors, and an ungen- 
tlemanly spirit displayed by some of them 
to endeavour to mar its success) was re- 
ceived with universal approbation. His 
acting of the Greek Jogenes, was most en- 
thusiastically applauded. The bill of the 
day had the following notice :— 

‘* The plot of the Grecian Lover is founded upon 
the same incident so ably dramatised by Sheridan 
Knowles, in his tragedy entitled ‘‘ Virginius ;”’ also 
ee Brook, Henry Crisp, John Dennis, and 
others. 


** The present work, both in conception and deve- 
lopment, is perfectly original. The author, at the 
time of its composition, refrained from reading the 
tragedies already written on the subject he has cho- 
sen, desirous that he should be free from the charge 
of eS. The work having been shown to, 
and approved of, by many eminent critics, is now 
submitted to the judgment of another tribunal, the 





Pvustic, in hopes that the favourable notice of the 
¥EW may be confirmed by the approbation of the 
MANY.” 


The Tragedy is a remarkable work 
considering the age at which it was written, 
and contains some very powerful language. 
There ,is considerable novelty in the con- 
ception, by the introduction of two Greeks, 
who are ona visit to Rome; which affords 
the opportunity of bringing into strong 
contrast the fire and mobility of the Greek, 
with the cooler and sterner qualities of the 
Roman character. 

The subject of the tragedy not being 
original unfits it somewhat for stage repre- 
sentation; though, we have no doubt, 
could prejudice be so far overcome, as to 
allow of its production, it would be emi- 
nently successful. 

We give a few extracts at random ; the 
first a speech of Iogenes—the second one 
by Icilius: 

‘‘T am a man: 
To feel a hopeless love may make me weep, 


May make me sigh, and groan, and tear my hair ; 
Yet still Il amaman! Yes, I could start 


§ | At the loud ’larum of the trumpet’s call, 


Seize by the flowing mane my neighing steed— 
Bound to the warrior’s seat—poize o’er my head 
The gleaming lance, and ride a whirlwind o’er 
The serried ranks of scar’d and trembling foes ! 
The same bold, manly heart that beats so high 
On battles crimson’d, corpse-strew’d field, 
May yet shrink down—nor lose the man—to feel 
The thrills that sink the soul in blank despair ; 
Though love be first, and last, and only cause A 
° * * 


Hold yet; but hear me speak! List, Appius ! 

Behold the yawning gulf !—it gapes—it waits | 

This deed makes thee its victim! Pause! hear me! 

‘Lhere stands my ’trothed bride: she weeps; thou 
art 

The cause ; and ev’ry tear a precious gem 

Doth fall upon the earth and there dissolves ; 

The loss of which a realm can ne’er replace! 

They are mine ; and thou hast lost them !—thou 
ow’ st 

Me much for that! But is that all? Oh, no! 

Her tears are nought—her sighs—her groans, so thou 

Wouldst leave her beauteous self my own—my wife! 

Her fairest jewel—honour, virtue—all 

Thou’dst rob me of ; openly—here—i’ the face 

Of Rome, who droops her head and mourns for thee ; 

Scarce dares to call upon her free-born sons, 

To vindicate her wrongs, and tarnish’d name! 

Shall I stand by and see these fearful wrongs— 

Rome’s and my own !—nor dare to tell thee, doer 

Of them, reflect! beware! and pause! Behold! 

Lo! o’er thy head the genius of great Rome 

Looks down, and fills me with prophetic truth : 

Behold that lovely maid—my fate and thine ! 
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Touch her—thy doom is seal’d! Hands, hearts, 
and souls 
Of might and strength are here—are a'l around 
To rise and crush the tyrant would enslave ’cm! 
Dost know the tale of former years ?—the lust 
That hurl’d the Tarquin’s mighty throne to dust ; 
And left sad Rome to mourn her noblest daughter ! 
Wouldst have us act the scene again ?—Do it ; 
Blood must be shed! Brave as thou sitt’st on high, 
And hemm’d with lictors—all thy hireling crew— 
No pow’r shall save thee from our vengeful hands ! 
Let us depart in peace and save thy life!” 





THE LONDON THEATRES. 
(Continued from page 388, vol. 9.) 
OLYMPIC, 

This theatre was first opened to the 
_ on the 18th of September, 1806. 
ts originator, builder, and first manager, 
was the celebrated Philip Astley, (of this 
rather remarkable man we shall have oc- 
casion to write at some length upon some 
future period) who in the course of his 
career, built no less than nineteen theatres, 
of which extensive number the Olympic, or 
as it was originally named ‘* The Olympic 
Pavilion” was the last The new theatre 
was very rudely constructed, indeed at the 
period it was an on dit that the materials 


of which it was principally composed were 
remnants from the fire which some time 
previously (we think in 1803) had de- 
stroyed the same gentleman’s Amphi- 


theatre. Some idea may be formed of the 
new structure as compared to the present 
one, from our stating the fact that the 
“gallery” as it was ealled, was merely the 
back part of the pit separated from the 
front portion by a kind of palisade. In 
this rude state it remained with little alte- 
ration and still less improvement until 
1811, when Astley finding the public but 
little disposed to patronise his new specu- 
lation, made many necessary alterations, 
a gallery (the present one) was erected, 
and a species of colonnade was added to the 
frent (still forming a portion of the ex- 
terior of the house). Nevertheless the 
public taste led not in the direction of the 
‘Olympic Pavilion” and in 1813 Astley 
sold it to the late Mr. Elliston who opened 
it, after many great improvements under 
the odd cognomen of “ Little Drury Lane 
Theatre.” The then Lord Chamberlain 





however objected to this assumption of 
pseudo importance, and the performances 
were stopped, but shortly afterwards re- 
sumed, and in the December of the same 
year, it was first opened to the public as 
the “Olympic.” Under the management 
of Elliston it remained until 1819, and 
during many improvements were effected 
in the theatre, many subsequently cele- 
brated actors were introduced to the town, 
and several justly celebrated dramas were 
produced. Amidst the latter may be men- 
tioned the celebrated “Giovani in Lon- 
don,” which was strikingly successful: as 
a matter but generally known it may be 
mentioned that * Giovani” was originally 
sustained by a Mr. McKeon, then well 
known as a sweet tenor singer; this gen- 
tleman falling ill on the fifth night of the 
performance of the burletta, the part was 
given in an emergency toa Miss Burrell, 
then a member of the company, who after- 
wards retained it, until Madame Vestris 
made the part her own subsequently at 
“Old Drury.” Keeley was the original 
Leparello, and one of his brothers sustained 
the part of one of the drunken husbands, 
Miss Beaumont (now Mrs. Owen and mo- 
ther of Mr. Owen the rising tragedian) 
then one of the theatrical beauties, was the 
original * alderman’s wife,” and Miss Tun- 
stall of “ Now isn't it a pity” celebrity, 
performed Constantia Quixote. In the year 
last named (1819) Elliston becoming lessee 
of Drury Lane, necessarily gave up the 
Olympic (although it is said with much 
regret) and it remained closed some little 
time, but reopened in October 1820 under 
the management of Messrs. Reeve (the 
composer) and Barlow. It was then 
tenanted successively but very unsuccessfully ° 
by Mr. Egerton in 1821; Mr. Oxberry 
(the elder) in 1822; Mr. Frampton 
(father of the well known dancer of that 
name) in 1823; Mr. Cockerton (subse- 
quently the original manager of the City 
of London) in 1825 and the early portion 
of 1826, when the property passed into 
the hands of Mr. John Scott, to whom we 
have had occasion to refer in our history 
of the Adelphi Theatre. During this 
lengthened period and continued change 











22 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


of lessees, the tide of success had failed 
to flow in the direction of the Olympic ; 
each succeeding season (with scarcely one 
exception) had proved worse than the pro- 
ceeding one and little hopes were enter- 
tained that it was even possible to render 
any performances attractive here, even 
under the best of circumstances. 


PROVINCIAL. 





RamscaTEe.—Our new theatre seems to 
be very well patronised. We have had 
Mr. Betty this week. He has appeared as 
Romeo for the first time, and received great 
applause; also Benedick, in ‘* Much Ado 
about Nothing.” His comedy is consi- 
dered very clever, and will add materially 
to his already well-earned reputation : the 
other characters were creditably repre- 
sented, 

GLascow.—We understand that the 


new theatre, which was about being opened | 
by Mr. Edmund Glover, at Glasgow, has | 


been pronounced insecure by the sur- 
veyor of buildings, and that the public per- 
formances in it cannot, in consequence, take 
place for some time longer. Mr. Glover 
had nearly all his company assembled in 
Glasgow, preparatory to the opening of the 
house. Amongst them was Mr. Loyd, the 
popular actor from the Edinburgh Theatre, 
who had seceded from Mr. Murray’s corps 
to join the new levies under Mr. Glover. 
RocupsaLe.— Theatre Royal. — (Lessee, 
Mr. R. Cockrill).—Another disappoint- 
ment has occurred here. The theatre was 
announced to open on Saturday night with 
Mr. G. V. Brooke, as Othello; Miss Ih. M. 
Duret, as Desdemona; and a Mr. White, 
as Jago. From the recent accounts of Mr. 
Brooke’s performances in London, the inha- 
bitants of this town were eager to get a 
glance at the great tragedian, consequently 
numbers of people were seen wending their 
way towards the theatre an hour before the 
time of opening, notwithstanding that the 
walls of the town were “ billed” announcing 
that, in consequence of the indisposition of 
Mr. Brooke, the theatre would not open 
before Monday night. Amorg the names 
announced in the opening bill, are Messrs. 
White, Anderson, Macarthy, Redford, 
Phelton, Dalton, Lindon, Fitzgerald, Xe. 


MANCHESTER, — Theatre Royai,— The | 














“ Haunted Man” was produced on Satur- 
day last, and has been repeated every eve- 
ning during the past week. It is a work 
of beautiful conception, and has a moral 
that would improve many, if they would 
only apply it to themselves and profit by 
it. As a play it is wanting in dramatic 
effect, consequently, we fear, will not be- 
come very popular. The pantomime con- 
tinues to draw large audiences, and is 
successful beyond a precedent. The 
* Woodman’s Hut” is in preparation, and 
will be played next week. 

Lixcotn.—The season commenced here 
on Monday. Mr. Abel and his dogs are 
the stars of the week. He has been well 
received, and the company give great satis- 
faction. The Right Honourable Lord 
Monson, R. Whitton, Esq., the Mayor, and 
W. Marshall, ex-Mayor. have already given 
their patronage, and a good season will, we 
hope, reward our respected manager. Miss 
TIooley and other new faces have appeared 
since the opening night, and after Mr. Abel’s 
engagement other stars it is said will appear. 
A good dancer would be an‘agreeable addi- 
tion. 

Bricuton.—(Lessee, Mr. Chas. Poole). 
—The Christmas pantomime still continues 
its successful career. On Monday, Mr. C. 
Montgomery, the gentleman who arranged 
the pantomime and plays Clown in it, took 
his benefit, and, we are glad to say, was 
rewarded with a bumper. Several new 
dances and tricks have been introduced 
since the first week. Mi Montgomery, as 
Clown; Mr. Williams, as Harlequin ; and 
Miss Beauford, as Columbine, are by far the 
best we ever saw in Brighton. With such 
aid the pantomime cannot fail to have a long 
run. Mr. John Websterjhas been playing 
his round of characters this week with great 
success. We see that Mr. George Wild 
late of the Olympic, is announced to appear 
next week. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-T YNE.—TheatreRoyal 
On Monday, “Othello andthe pantomime 
drew an excellent house. Van Amburgh 
and his stud of highly-trained animals make 
their appearance on the 15th. 

LreEps.—New Theatre, King Charles 
Croft. Our pretty new theatre progresses 
most favourably ; the entertainments are 
varied and attractive. On Tuesday last, 
we were presented with ‘*The Drunkard’s 
Children,’ a ballet, and the old farce of 
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‘The Midnight Hour.” 1n the first piece 
Mr. J. W. Benson and Miss Agnes 
Montague distinguished themselves very 
favourably, and the whole of the perform- 
ances excited warm commendation. The 
house was very well attended, and the exer- 
tions of Mr. W. 8. Thorne, the manager, to 
secure popular favour appear to be rewarded 
as they deserve to be, with a most liberal 
amount of patronage. 





PRIVATE THEATRICALS AT SHRUB- 
LAND HALL, SUFFOLK. 

The first of a proposed series of amateur 
performances took place at Sir William 
Middleton’s mansion,a day or two since and 
withthe most complete success. A very 
elegant Theatre has been erected and sce- 
nery painted by the Artists employed by her 
Majesty for the same purpose, “ Used up”’ 
was the piece selected, Mr. Henry P. Mills 
sustaining the character of Sir Charles 
Coldstream with much ease, and affectation 
of ennui his trasition was very clever. The 
Hon. Richard Monckton Milnes, M.P, 
played Ironbrace and in a manner that would 
have been creditable to a professional. Sir 
William Middleton’s Wurzel was a good 
piece of comic acting as was also that of the 
*“Widow”’ by his Lady. The Mary ofthe 
Tlonorable Miss Downe was a lady-like and 
effective portraiture. The entertainments 
concluded with an original burlesque in one 
act, by Mr. Henry P. Mills, entitled “ Wat 
Tyler” in which the late incipient proceed- 
ings of the Chartists were ridiculed with 
much drollery and good humour. The 
piece was well supported by the author, a 
nephew of Viscount Ingestre, Sir W. An- 
struther, and a member of Lord John 
Russell’s family. Among the guests in- 
vited were several of the nobility’s families 
and local persons of distinction. 








Copy of an original PROLOGUE written by N. 
Wuirrtock, Esq. for the first performance of 
the North London Histrionics, and spoke by Mr. 
T. KNow Les. 

Long ere the globe was formed, that globe I mean, 

Which on the southern bank of Thames was seen; 

Where brave Queen Bess, took boat to see the play, 

Not in the dark, but in the glare of day ; 

Within that theatre the Queen would sit, 

And laugh as loud as groundlings in the pit, 

At Shellow’s folly, or at Fulstaff’s wit. 

”Twas there the great magician of the stage 

Produced the plays that charm the present age, 





There Shakespear’s glorious banner first was reared, 

There Hamlet, Macbeth, R chard first appeared, 

But Iam from my theme quite gone astray, 

And nearly lost what I was going to say ; 

Ere the globe stood, or Shakespear saw the light, 

Pays were performed from early morn till night, 

By parish-cle: ks near that famed holy stream 

That gives to Clerkenwell its present name ; 

And even now old Clerkenwell is found 

To be the drama’s home— the sacred ground 

Where our old poet’s words each bosom swells, 

Well play’d with truth and force at Sadler’s Wells, 

Where Phelps, high priest of the dramatic Fame, 

Secures his own, by spreading Shakespear's fame. 

In olden times we find from ancient history, 

The plays the clerks performed were called a mystery. 

Stories from holy writ were represented, 

Such goodly scenes the list’ning crowd contented, 

And doubtless ’mongst the actors some spruce clerk 

Some restless, bustling, busy, bounceful spark 

Grumbled aloud, because his stupid part 

Was quite beneath a youth so full of art— 

And thought it strange, the manager uncivil, 

Should not have called on him to play the devil. 

Another longed to doff his sable suit, 

And play King David with his harp and lute: 

The laughing lasses most enjoyed the story, 

Where great King Solomon, in all his glory, 

Embowered in beauty, kissed so free and hearty, 

They almost wished to be among the party ; 

And ere the pleasant mystery began, 

Forth stalkd an ancient clerk, the heavy man 

To speak the prologue, and thus said he,— 

“‘ Try to be pleased, good folks, and pleased you’ll 
be; 

‘* Be sure that every one will do their best, 

‘“« To play their parts, ’tis you must do t' e rest ; 

“* Greet our young efforts with your kind approval, 

‘¢ ’Twill cheer the scene, and be pale fear’s removal ; 

‘¢ And if all happy feel behind the curtain, 

‘“¢ You will find pleasure here of that I’m certain.” 

Think that the ancient clerk now stands before ye, 

And let his words find favour, I implore ye : 

No hearts more anxious were, in any cause, 

Than ours, to win your just and kind applause. 


STORE STREET. 

Mr. Geo. Robinson’s Annual Concert took place 
at these Rooms on Wednesday evening ; the attend- 
ance upon the occasion was more numerous than 
usual, the seats being occupicd in every part of the 
room ; the company assembled were highly respect- 
able, and the programme a most excellent one. The 
vocalists engaged were, Misses Williams, Cubit, 
Greenwood, Mrs. Wi!son and Miss Ransford; the 
gsntlemen consisted of Messrs. T. Young, Sporle, 
Turner, Edney, Ford, F. Smith, Ransford, and the 
Beneflciare. The encores were numerous, Our 
space will not permit us to enumerate them, but the 
concert altogether was an admirable one, and most 
ably conducted by Mr. W. Wilson. 











OUR CHATTER=BOX. 





Mr. Stuart returns to the Olympic at the latter 


end of this month, to perform with Mr. G. V. 
Brooke. 
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Madlle. Jenny Lind will sing at Norwich, on the | 
23rd and 24th inst. ; and she will sing in Mendel- 
sohn’s * Elijah,’ at Manchester, on the 6th of | 
February. Ler terms for singing at any concert | 
(not charitable) have been fixed at five hundred | 
pounds | 

JuLLIEN IN Dupiin.—Jullien gave a series of 
concerts at Dublin last week with his accustomed 
success. Blagrove (violin), Koenig (cornet), Cioffi 
(trombone), &c., played brilliant solos with great 
success. Richardson was unable to play for a night 
or two, to the great disappointment of the nume- 
rous amateur flute-players. Jullien and his band 
will pay Edinburgh and Glasgow a visit the week 
after next, and will give concerts at several places in 
the north of England. 

There is no doubt but Madame Grisi will take her 
leave of the English public at the close of the en- 
suing season, and we are credily informed that Jenny 
Lind will do the like. Two such prima donnas will 
not be readily met with. 

GeveraL Tueatricat Funp.—At the usual 
monthly meeting of the directors, held at their room 
in the Lyceum, the Secretary (Mr. Cullenford) 
announced that Mr. Charles Kean had kindly con- 
sented to preside at the ensuing anniversary festival 
in aid of the fund, when her Majesty’s donation of 
one hundred guineas would be announced ; and from 
the great interest which the Queen and his Royal 
Highness Prince Albert had taken of the institution, 
and from the gracious patronage the court is now 
bestowing on the profesion, and likewise from the 
number of highly talented literary and dramatic 
characters who would be present, the re-union, it 
was expected, would be brilliant in the extreme. 
Mr. Kean, who was one of of the earliest supporters 
of the fund, by generously subscribing 50/., at first 
hesitated becoming chairman, it being his first ap- 
pearance in that character in public; but on the 
names of the noblemen and gentlemen who would 
support him being mentioned to him, he readily 
assented, Mr. Cullenford further stated that he had 
recently invested 450/., making the capital of the 
fund about 5,000/. In 1846 four members, of the 
respective ages of 67, 63, 59, and 58 years, were 
granted annuities of 25/., which had since been in 
creased 5/. per annum. A vote of thanks to Mr. 
Cullenford was unanimously passed. 
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DRAMATIC INSTITUTION. 
Govucna Street, WIitson Sr., Gray’s INN LANE 
Patrons : 

Ean. Firzuarpine, Sin W. ANsTRUIBER, and 
Henry Marston, Esa. 

rp ais truly elegant and singularly unique esta- 

a blishment so long celebrated in the first dra- 

matic circles as the nursery of the greatest actors of 


| modern times, is now under the management of Mr. 


Joseph Marr. The Manager, while he presses par- 
ticularly upon the notice of Ladies and Gentlemen, as 
aspirants to histrionic fame, the prestige that has so 
long attached itself to this establishment would at the 
same time respectfully invite their atte: tion to the 
arrangements he has made for fostering and cultivating 
theatrical talent. Direction of the stage, one of the 
most important departments in the economy of a 
theatre, has been confided to a professioual gentle- 
man, whose acknowledged ability will guarantee the 
arrival at perfection of those who may feel disposed 
to study each particular branch of the Thespian art, 
Elocution, Dancing, Fencing, &c., &c. It is neces- 
sary to state that none but persons of the highest re- 
spectability will be treated with for admittance as 
students ; the utmost deccrum will be required in 
the conduct of each individual becoming a member 
of the corps dramatique, and the strictest punctuality 
demanded at rehearsals and performances. Terms 
of subscription—gentlemen—an entrance fee of 4s., 
and 1s. per week, payable in advance, with a mode- 
rate addition for sustaining first, second, third, and 
fourth class characters. Ladies—1/. 4s. per annum, 
payable quarterly in advance. Any further infor- 
mation can be obtained by applying by letter, pre- 
paid to the manager, or by personal interview any 
evening at 8 o’clock. 





AURENT’S CASINO, Royal Adelaide Gal- 
4 lery, Strands—Open every evening.—GRAND 
Musica TREAT FOR THE CHRISTMAS HOLLIDAYS, 
First Weck of the Third Selection from the Opera 
of Masaniello. Vocar & INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT. 
Laurent’s unrivalled Band of Fifty Performers. 
Principal cornct-a-piston, M. Arban. All the new 
and most fashionable quadrilles, waltzes, and pol- 
kas. Monstre Achromatic Microscope, &c. 
Doors open at seven, commence at half-past 
Ball at nine, and terminate at half-past eleven 
o’clock.—Admission, Is, 











MADAME TUSSAUD anv SON 
Baker Street, PortTMaAn SQUARE. 

RINCE LOUIS NAPOLEON, Abd-el-Kader 
4 M. Guizot, G. Hudson, Esq., Grisi as 
Norma, Jenny Lind as the Figlia del Reggimento, 
Edward VI., the Benevolent Pope Pius 1X., Henry 
VII., James I. of England and V1. of Scotland, 
in the splendid costume of the period; the heroes 
Hardinge and Gough in their full uniforms as British 
generals; Mr. Macready, in a magnificent Roman 
costume. Splendid ventilating dome, at a cost of 
700/.—** This is one of the best exhibitions in the 
metropolis.’ —Zhe Times. 


Open from eleven till ten at night. Admittance, 





ls.; Napoleon Rooms, 6d. 
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